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Abstract
The development of a concise and universally accepted and understood language of chemistry, which can be used to depict the widest variety of chemical structures and phenomena, has a very long history. The trials, failures, and successes in that endeavor are visible on the pages of old manuscripts and early publications on chemistry and pharmacy. Some of the milestones in the design of the (still evolving) language of chemistry will be presented. The presentation will begin with the arguably poetic and artistic, but also abstruse representations employed by the alchemists. This will segue into a discussion on the appearance and evolution of science-based combinations of alphabetical, numerical, and graphical symbols to represent compounds, procedures, and reaction mechanisms. The major discoveries and events that led to the creation of systematic chemical nomenclature will be traced as well.
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